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Christmas d ay  falls  on  a  Sunday,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  think  out  
carefully how best to combine the two events. We think it would be a mistake 
to have  the  usual  Evening  Service  at  6.30,  and  tha t  it  would  be  better  to  leave  
the evening free for family gatherings. We are planning, instead, a Christmas 
Service at 3.30 p.m., with carols and solos and other music, to which we invite 
all parishioners.  It  will  make  a  pleasant  and  helpful  event  between  Christmas  
dinner and tea. 

There will  be  uo  Service  at  St.  Mary's  / 
The other  Services  on  Christmas  Day  will  be  at  8  a.m.  and  11  a.m,  
On New Year's Day, at St. Mary's, there will be Holy Communion at 

0.30 and in the afternoon, at 3 p .m. , a Carol Service for St. Dunstan's . 
The news of Mrs. Springett 's death came as a shock to us all. We 

remember how she shared so much of the work with Dr. Springett when they 
were in Pluckley. We remember her great friendliness to all our people, and 
we remember, not least, her beautiful playing on the organ. About twenty 
people went over to the funeral at the Cathedral, and a wreath purchased by 
subscriptions was sent, besides private wreaths. 

A very beautifully  worked  linen  altar  cloth,  with  credenee  cloth  to  match,  
has been presented to the Church by Miss Elsie Bishopp. This completes 
the furnishing  of  the  Dering  Chapel,  and  gives  us  great  pleasure.  

In aid of the Mothers' Union Banner Fund, there will be a Social on 
Wednesday, January 25th, at 7 p .m. , in the Parish Hall. There will be an 
Entertainment followed by refreshments and a Whist Drive. Tickets, 9d. , open 
to all. Please come and help to make a jolly evening. 

The Y.P .F . held their birthday meeting on November 21st, when the 
following were elected to serve on the Committee : Misses Kilmer, Veysey„ 
Marchant, and Ellis, Messrs, Ballard, Buss, Gore and Brissenden. 

The next meeting will be on January 9th. 
We have once more kept the Dedicat on Festival of St. Nicholas' Church 

with a Children's Lantern Service and distribution of cakes and oranges on 
December 10th. We have to thank those who sent us gifts of oranges. 

On Sunday morning, December 11th, the Rector sketched the story of 
the Church buildings back to Norman times. 

On December 8th the G.F.S. had a very nice Social, to which nineteen 
mernoers  from  Ashford  came  as  guests, i;» 

FUNERAL.—December 0th, William Weeks, aged 79, 
HOLY COMMUNION.—St. Mary's : January 1st, at 9.45. St. Nicholas' : 

January 1st, midday; January 8th, at 8 a . m . ; January 15th, at midday j, 
January 22nd,  at  8  a .m.  (G .F .S . ) ;  January  29th,  midday.  
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The Mothers* Union held their monthly meeting on March 16th, w hefl 
Mrs. Bullen gave a delightful address. It was one of the few wet days, 
but it was very wet. Yet, in spite of this, there was a very good attendance. 

On Sunday, March  26th,  the  Mothers'  Union  had  their  great  annual  
Corporate Communion. We also made this Service the first Communion 
for the newly-confirmed, and G .F .S . members came as well. In all, we had 
forty-one communicants, and it was a beautiful thing to see so many 
mothers and children communicating together. 

The Parents ' Festival took place on Tuesday, March 29th, when there 
was a large  congregation  in  Ashford  Parish  Church,  and  our  people  were  
much impressed by Mr. Ritchie's sermon. The Pluckley people 
numbered .3.1-

We had three more candidates confirmed at Linton on March 24th by 
the Bishop of Dover, who gave a most delightful address* 

On Good Friday morning we had a good congregation. We also had 
Services at St . Mary's in the afternoon, and at 6.30 in the Parish Church. 
The offertories went to the 11 Church Missions to the Jews." 

Easter Day was a lovely sunny day, and we had very happy Services. 
Thirty-seven people were in Church at seven in the morning, the same 
number at eight o'clock. There were also twenty-four communicants at 
midday. Both Churches were beautifully decorated, and the singing was 
very good. The anthem  was  Clark's  44  He  is  Risen,*'  and  the  settings  to  
the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis were by K. Martins. 

The funeral of  Mrs.  Skeer  took  place  in  the  sunshine  of  Easter  Eve*  
when Christian people think with hope of their Lord's burial. Mrs. Skeer 
was a regular churchgoer and communicant while she was still living in 
Pluckley, and was a most devout Christian woman. We feel her loss, but 
are glad to know that her last few years were very contentedly and thank-
fully spent. 

We also much regret the dtiath of John Luckhurst, who was a very 
regular attendant at the Rector 's Boys' Class. 

Mrs. Pyper is grateful for all the sympathy she has received in the sad 
loss of her mother. 

F U N E R A L S . — A p r i l 15th, Caroline Skeer, aged 87; April 20th, John 
Luckhurst . 

H O L Y C O M M U N I O N . — M a y 7th, at midday; May 14th, at 8 a .m.) 
•May 21st, at midday; May 28th, at 8 a .m. 

.We remind Church people that Ascension Day falls on May 25th. 1 
E E 0 0 n- m Q Q 
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Whit-Sunday fulls on Juno 4 th , the day when we r e m e m b e r how the 
t lo ly Spir i t came to the fus t Chris t ians . No people were ever so mueh 
changed as those  people  were.  There  was  new  life  and  new  power  in  t hem.  
T h e r e was a new joy , anil a new love for all thei r ne ighbours . And all came 
because they were filled with God ' s Spi r i t . And that new life was not only 
for those old days. T h e same power has changed the whole history of the 
world , and is busy in the world still. Let us see that blessing comes to us iu 
answer to p rayer , and let us ask God to guide , by the same Spir i t , the minds 
of all men that, by this gu idance , we may see our way out of t he difficulties 
which su r round all nat ions. R e m e m b e r , " We believe in the Holy Ghost. '* 

We hope to see all our communican ts at one or o ther of the Celebrat ions. 
At a Vestry  Meeting,  which  was  well  a t tended,  on  Apri l  22  nd,  Mr.  

Evenden and Mr . Green were appo in ted Churchwardens for the ensuing year . 
They both a t tended the  Ar o h d e a c o n ' s  Visitation on May 9lh . and were  sworn  
in. They have our best wishes for this year of office* 

M O T H E R S'   UNIO N.—M r».  Scott,  f rom  Thurham,  a d d r esscd  the  m e m b e rs  
on  Tuesday ,  April  16th,  in  the  Rectory  Hut .  The re  was  a  large  a t tendance ,  
and all present were deeply interested in the ta lk , which was an i l luminat ing 
descript ion of customs and habi ts in Pales t ine . When these were explained 
they made the Bible   stories  live  again,  and  helped  one  to  realise  the  special  
significance a t tached to them. All present listened spel lbound to the fresh 
in te rpre ta t ion the speaker gave  of  well-known  passages,  and  Mrs.  Scott  was  
begged to come again , and give ano the r talk oil the same subject . 

Y . P . F . — T h e winter p rog ramme ended on April 24th with a Service in 
Church , fol lowed by  a  very  interest ing  and  amusing  demonstra t ion  on  
"  M a k e - u p , "  given  by  Capta in  amd  Mrs. Quinn  

T h e summer p rogramme has boon arranged as fo l lows: — 
May 29th, Tennis .  
Ju ly 3 r d , Tenn i s . 
Ju ly 21th, Cricket Match, \ . G.F .S .C.C. 

Each meet ing begins with Service iu Church at 7 p .m. We shall be very 
glad to weleome new m e m b e r s at am of the meetings; 

Our readers will share with us iu our sympalhv - with the family of 
Mrs. Pi tc , whose body was laid to rest on April 29th, aged 82 years. 

HOL Y COM MU  N  ION.—Whi t -Sunday .  7  a .m. .  8  a .m. .  and  midday .  
Trini ty Sunday , St. Mary 's , 9.30. May 18th. at midday . May 25th, at 8 a.m.-
(G.F.S . ) . 
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I t is w i th sor row we record the dea th of Sir Herber t Dering, K. C. 
M.G. wh ich took p lace wi th g rea t s u d d e n n e s s a t T o n b r i d g e on May 29th. 

Sir Herber t h a d a d i s t i ngu i shed career in the d i p l o m a t i c service 
abroad* and for t h a t reason w a s not so well known by people in P luckley . 
T h e older people r e m e m b e r h i m well as a boy before he left home, and all 
t h o se  m e m o r i es  are  excep t iona ly  h a p py  ones,  t he  m e m o r i es  of  one  w ho  w as  
l iked by all . 

T h e fune ra l w a s a t P luck ley on J u n e ist . , a f te r a Memorial Service 
at St. Mark's , Nor th Audley Street . 

T h e r e w a s a large g a t h e r i n g of p a r e n t s a t t he School E m p i r e D a y 
Ce lebra t ion , wh ich w a s held in the Rec rea t ion Ground at 2-30 on May 24th. 
C a p t a i n Qu in and h i s staff produced a very good p r o g r a m m e of song and 
rec i ta t ion , and count ry dance, fo l lowed by a m a r c h p a s t and s a l u t e of the 
f lag. We c o n g r a t u l a t e both t e ach e r s and scholars . 

T h e day af ter , we were g lad to see all t he chi ldren a g a i n . T h i s 
t i m e i t w a s in Church for the Ascens ion Day . I t w a s a p leasure to have 
A Church fu l of chi ldren and to hea r t h e m s ing. T h e o ther services t h a t 
d a y began wi th a ce lebra t ion of Holy C o m m u n i o n at 7-30 and ended wi th 
Chora l Even ing Prayer . 

T h e School e x a m i n a t i o n in Re l ig ious knowledge w a s held on May 
26th., t he e x a m i n e r be ing the Rev. F . Perry. T h e Inspec tor s report h a s reached 
us. In i t he s p e a k s mos t h igh ly of the work of both T e a c h e r s and chi ldren. 

ON W H I T S U N D A Y there were 27 C o m m u n i c a n t s at 7 a .m. 17 
at 8 a .m. a n d 21 at m idday . We were g l ad to see m o s t of our younger 
C o m m u n i c a n t s a m o n g the number . At St. Mary's, a week later, the C o m -
m u n i c a n t s n u m b e r e d 24. For all th is we are very t h a n k f u l . 

T H E W O R L D E C O N O M I C C O N F E R E N C E i s n o w s i t t ing . I t i s 
the g rea tes t Confe rence t h i s ea r th h a s ever seen, all poss ib le count r ies be ing 
represented there . T h e hope of fu tu re prosper i ty in t r ade and work h a n g 
upon w h a t i s done there. I t i s all t r emendous ly i m p o r t a n t . O u r pa r t i s to 
p ray every day t h a t the Conference may be gu ided by the Ho ly Spiri t . T h e 
m i n d s of men are not su f f i c ien t for such decis ions , we need the m i n d of God* 
jind we can h a v e i t in a n s w e r to prayer . 

BAPTISMS. 
May 2i8t . Leonard Georg ie F o r e m a n . May 28th, N o r a h R o s e Stevenson. . 

F U N E R A L . June 1st. Herber t G u y Nevi l le Dering, K. C. M. G. 
H O L Y C O M M U N I O N . 

J u l y 2nd.,  at  Midday.  Ju ly  9th.  at  8  a .m  
Ju ly i6th. , at Midday. Ju ly 23rd., at 8 a.m.. 

Ju ly 3Qth.. at Mid Jay , 
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Lady H e r b e r t Der ing lias m a d e a generous dona t ion lo o u r c h u r c h funds , 
p a r t of which,  is  be ing  used  for  the  pa in t ing  of  t he  tower  c lock—a  piece  of  
work which was m u c h n e e d e d . 

I wo cand ida te s f r o m Pluckley were conf i rmed al C a n t e r b u r y Ca thedra l on 
S a t u r d a y , J u l y 22ud . T h i s was a very big conf i rmat ion , with two h u n d r e d 
cand ida tes f r om all  over  I  he  Diocese,  and  the re  were  nea r ly  forty  clergy  in  
robes  to  present  t h e m .  I  he  Bishop  of  Dover  con f i rmed ,  and  the re  was  a  
very devot ional feel ing all t h rough the service. 

T h e C a n t e r b u r y Diocesan C o m m i t t e e for Youth held a You th House Pa r ty 
at  E l p h i n s w a r d ,   Hay  wards   H e a t h ,  on  Sa tu rday  and  Sunday ,  July  loth  and  
16th. T h e House Pa r ty was a r r anged lo give o p p o r t u n i t y to delegates f rom 
different par ts of the Diocese lo meet fo r confe rence and devot ion . 

I he Bishop of Croydon led the conference , the general sub jec t being 
Worsh ip and Service. I lie par ty was d iv ided into groups for discussion, 

the g roup f indings a f t e r w a r d s being repor ted a t the Genera l Confe rence , 
Th i s p rov ided excellent oppor tun i ty for in te rchange of ideas. Devotional 
services were h e l d in t he c h a p e ! t h roughou t the session. On Sunday a f te r -
noon a poe t ry r a m b l e was organised and led by the Bishop , and e n j o y e d by 
all in sp i te of several t h u n d e r y showers . 

Each delegate left  '  E l p h i n s w a r d  inuspi red  with  courage  and  new  ideas  
lo pass on lo o the r s . 

T he  m e m b e rs  of  the  Mothers   Union  held  the ir  mon th lv  meet ing  in  the  
Rectory G a r d e n on Wednesday , Ju ly 19th. It was a lovely sunny day , at 
the beginning of the heat -wave, and i t was  very  pleasant  sitting  unde r  the  
shade of the trees and l is tening to Miss Nethersole tel l ing us about he r visit 
to he r s is ter 's ranch in the Rocky Moun ta in s , in C a n a d a . We all sat q u i t e 
e n t h r a l l e d as she told us of the ha rd life ou t t h e r e ; ha rd for the men and 
doubly h a r d for the w o m e n , and of the i r pluck and d e t e r m i n a t i o n . We h e a r d 
the homely and amus ing deta i ls of dai ly l i fe , and also hea rd of t he work of 
the Church and h o w so m u c h depends on the efforts of the w o m e n lo m a k e a 
C h u r c h possible al al l . It was such an in teres t ing talk we felt we could 
have listened for hours . Howeve r , tea t ime c a m e , and was e n j o y e d on the 
lawn, a n d t h e n fo l lowed some compet i t ions that were not too s t r enuous for 
the hot  wea the r .  Miss  E v e n d e n  won  f irst  pr ize  for  rol l ing  j a m - j a r s ,  Mrs .  
Nicol first p r ize for tying knots with  one  h a n d ,  a n d  Mrs.  Else  f i rs t  pr ize  fo r  
bounc ing and ca tching a Googly Bal l . 

         
 24th,  8  a.m.  
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Armistice Sunday was a beautiful aud calm day, and very appropr ia te 
for our out-door service. Ex-Service men were present in good numbers, 
and members of the R.A.O.B. also made a good attendance. Buglers from 
the High  School  sounded  the "  Last  Pos t , "  and  the  President  of  the  Pluckley  
Branch of the Legion, Mr. Winter, said Lawrence Binyon's beautiful lines. 
The Lessons in Church were read by the Legion Secretary, Captain Quin. It 
is good to  find  that  Armistice-time  has  lost  none  of  its  meaning,  and  has  
never been better kept than in the present year. 

Mrs. Quin sends us the following report of money collected for Lord 
Haig's  Fund  :   "The  result  of  sales  of  poppies  on  Armistice  Day,  and  of  
Church Collections on Armistice Sunday was £21 6s. Od. Many thanks are 
due to all who gave so generously, and to sellers who worked so hard to 
make Poppy Day a great  success ." 

The Monthly Meeting of the Mothers ' Union was held on November 15th, 
when Mr. Brewer, from Maidstone, gave a most interesting address. It was 
decided at that meeting to dedicate the Mothers* Union banner on Wednesday 
evening, December 20th, in the Church. The Rural Dean has consented 
to conduct the dedication service, and it is hoped that many fr iends will 
join the  members  at  this  festival.  

We have lost two former residents in the last few days. Mr, Richard 
Buss was buried at Smardcn on Monday, November 13th. For many years 

he was a well-known ami much respected figure in Pluckley. He was always 
most cheerful and genial, and had a wonderful memory for old .days. He 
was also a devout Christ ian, and though not of our Church, was always 
interested in our Church affairs. 

Mr. Henty was buried the day after , at Egerton, where his wife's body 
had been laid to rest less than three weeks before. Mr. Henty was a 
regular church-goer and Communicant when he lived here, and a well-known 
figure in his front pew. It was a real grief to him when increasing infirmity 
kept him away from public worship. 

This being our December number , we must, in advance, wish our 
readers a very happy Christmas, and all joy and peace in their family 
circles. 

HOLY COMMUNION.—December 3rd, mid-day; 10th, at 8 a .m. ; 17th, 
at mid-day; 24th, at 8 a .m. ; Christmas Day, 8 a .m. aud mid-day; 31st, at 
mid-day. 
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