BLUCKLEY,

Pluckley as I remember it can have changed very little for about two
hundred years.  Almost all of it was owned by the Dering family, now
1m@cverzsh%d and reduced to living in Sheerland House while the Mansion,
Surrenden Dering, was let to Mr. Winans whose Tamily hed zumassed =
fortune building railways in Russia.

e Dering Bstate was administered by my father, A.J.B., and before
him by his father Alfred Joe Burrows. Father held the reins firmly in his
benevolent and capable hands, He ruled without fear or favouz but
certain decisions had to be referred to Sir Henry, e morose individusl as
I remerber him, who sevved in the Boa War.  He had 3 heavy, gu;iish face

AN
and believed himself to be descended from Samxon land-owners.

There was of course the vast Park, the Jaccbean Taced Mansion buils

1638, encrmous walled Kitchen Garden, a mile-long Avenue connecting the

Mansion and the Church, lodges, cobtages, dsiries, vast stone-built
stables and coach ! which in our time housed My, Winans's trotting
horse He was 2aid to pay & Tixed price of £100 for

;.

he then knew that £100 warth wes represented

by sach new seguizition.

rezt occasions

such as o Polo Gapme {(vhe

]

himself standing upright in his gory.  Stillvell and Mr. Winans drove in
the park in a Trotting Wagon, until Stillwell became too fat to fit into
the small seat.

Pluckley was zn almost imolsted commumity six wiles from Ashford and

the only communic

tion was by train from Pluckley Station, 2 miles down

the hill from the village, Return fare I think

Foed

evenpence, The
alternative was the carrier’s cart, a slow progress from farm to farm
lasting several hours and costing, T think, twopence.  The passengers sat
on boards, facing one another, at the back of the covered s&r%; Journeys

I believe Tuesdays and Saturdays.
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In the village the Churc%\ﬁomina%@d the scene.  An irregulay open
3pacé was shaded on the east by a vast elm tree. A gobbled lane led
past a cluster of dark crowded cottages to the Church gate. The Church
itself was well attended, (only working class pecple went to the evening
serviece) and custom decided that engaged couples should declare their
status by attending svening service together and sharing & hyum book.

An organ hand-pumped very noisily gave warning when the sermon was drawing

o & glose. 20 and boys formed the choir.

Hess says ons of the Cholr Men always left before the end of the
service to empity the Post Office Pillar Box,

The big square Dering Chapel with & stavés dark blue velvet hangings
and uphclstery contaided many marble meworisls to Derings dead and gone.
The Dering family ceuié be glimpsed in their splendid isolation through
the dark carved gcreen and thelr doings and apparel were widely noticed
and commented,

The Black Horse (the Dering crest) commended the village. An

impressive, rather beautiful solid building, the west p

P
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art adapted as a

house for the Schoolmaster. In our time the Landiord was Sergesnt Rump

wno conducted & very private and select Drill Class one afterncon a week

i gircumstances.,  8ix girls and no heir.
We were allowed to Join and Miss Allen or Miss Wallington (the Dering's
Governess) played the piano. We had dumb-bells snd Indian clubs and
performed wder the divection of Sergeant Rump, Lsndlord of the Black Horse,
resplendent in white flaunels with a gorgeous silk scar? round his waist.
lie had & red Tace end a dark moustache waxed to sharp points.

Opposite the Black Horse stood the Butcher, (Homewood) and on the
wealt side @ﬁ@ village shop aénd Post Office. Henry Evenden, Lena's father,
owned the shop and his brother (? Geerge) presided over the drapery part,

on the right.  Groceries vwere on the left.  Boots, pbts and pans and



sluost all the daily needs of the village could e bought there, t&@ugh%
some said they saved money by psying the 1lld. reil fere and shopping in
Ashford, We used to be sble to by with our weskly penny pocket money
four separate quarter yards of baby ribbom for trimming doll's clothes.

Up stone steps (or were they Bethersden marble) to the Baker's shop =
here bread and zticky buns wers sold aaé sometines milk twists & sori of
fency bread and flead cakes (flead was & speciel sort of lard).

Swest shop at top of Forge Hill, run by & consumptive called Weeks.,
We were nevery allowsd to buy thevre. With mosit sweeis unwrapped I wonder
how meny were inigeted.

The Windedll was working im 190Q. It stood on the very crest of the
Hill, on the Egerton side of the village, in a fine commanding position.
It was & great itreat to be taken there by Father especislly when the Mill
was working end the enormous sweeps came flailing round with a rushing
sound of irresistible power., Ve could glimpse huge beams flour-coated

wheels and cogs mysteriocusly rotating and making the whole solid structure
quiver.  Secks of grain and flour stood sbout. The Windmill was
approached by & lane from the Egerton Roszd and %? a2 track from Forge Hill

&ﬁﬁ@@§ by steps (of Bethersden marble) and a foot path almost opposite

The slopes of the Windmill Hill were wonderful for toboggening in &
gnowy winbed.

The village school was I suppose sbtiended by 211 the children up to

)
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aw)

ik or was it
Then came o dilspidated razmbling building called The Rookery where
lived the very poor, in tenements, Mrs. Heathfield awong them.
Bli Adams the builﬁfr had his house sud yard near the entrance of
rot
The Rectory drive and Ian Cachett, the one-legged cobbier, warkad in a
wooden hub nesxrby. In summer he was employed breazking stones for rosd
repeivs, sitting crosslegged on & heap of flints by the roadside w@aring>

wire goggles to protect his eyes and cracking flints with & hssmer. A



cheeriul soul. In hop picking time it wes he who stitched up the hop
pockets after the pressing.

Down Forge Hill, in a row of very poor cottages built up sgainst the
bank, lived the Kettles, a very needy and numerocus fas ally . Mrs. Heltle
buried five". The eldest girl, Vicky, was about my age and we liked

her. The parents were hard working acd serupulously clean, Vrs. Hetitle

gave threepence vhen ve were sent round to collect for the Hospital
aad when we thasked her alwsys said "You're welcome'.

On the left hand side going down stood The Forge, a wonderful place
to watch, bellows, znvil, furnace, horses waiting to be shod. Blackmsn

gy %

de our iron hoops which we found very difficult to msnsge with the skid.

I believe he saved 2/6 a week for years and succesded in buying a pair of
cottages, intending to live in ohe on retirement, his income being the rent
of the other. Alas for the Rent Restrictions Act,

The Estete workshop lay at Sheerland. Opposite us the Paint Shop

>

once caught fire in the middle of the night and John Homewced pedalled
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furiously into Ashford, © miles in 20 minutes, to fetch the Fire Brigade.
The engine eventually arrived st & gallop, drawn by the cab horses from

the Saracen's Head. ‘he fire blazed so fiercely that nexit day we found

ogether with nails ewbedded,

We, (Ness Lois and I) were roused and dressed and told to wait in the
nursery vhile Nurse and Mother packed clothes and the most important papers
from Father®s office.  The ivy on our house was well hosed to prevent the
house catching fire from flying sparks.

The cook is said to have sat rocking to and fro crying "We're doomed,
we're doomed”, |

Fach of the cowls of the six kiln coast proudly bore thg\Daring Black
Horse, It was a magnificently solid building of dressed st§§e {as were
all the farm buildings). On the upper floor a great hall which the
roundels surroumded, There were the presses over itrap doors in the floor

from which the pockets vers hung on strmy-webbing, The dried hops were



shovelled across the floor by huge canves sweeps with & lovely swishing
sound, the floor black and shiny with resin. When the pocket waes as full
a8 it would hold, a heavy weight was spun down end then wound down by hand.

,,,,,,,

The weight wes releassed, spruag up and more bops shovelled in and sgain
pressed, Whenr no more hops could be forced in, the stout jute webbing
supporting the pocked was wound up, by hand, until the top stood about 12
inches sbove the floor. Then Tom Cacketd would shuffle himself over and
with & needie the size of & skewer would sew up the pocket. At last it
was released from the webbing ané sllowed to fell vo the st@rag% space
below to be stamped by stemcil with the EBlack Horse., Father said in his
youth no hop press, but a man trod the hops in the pockets and had more
and mors hops shovelle# on top of him.

The furnspces under the kilns were stoked with coke and sticks of
sulphur and the men who tended the fires, the ho? dryers, worked dsy and
night to keep the temperature in the kilns even and the fire burning

STovE PENCIHS.
steadily.  They dozed on sioye brieks in a sort of tunnel, lighted I think
only by the glow from the fires or perhaps a candle or two.  Onece in

4 SEse ey % sy P 3
ach season & special SUDDEY O

Yy beef puddings was tsken out to them from
our house.
The eir was sulphurous all the hop season, but we never minded it.

Part of the ground floor of the cast bullding sccommodated the Hstate

Corpenter’s shop. llere worked Bakey, the estate carpenter, wearing a
brown paper cap exactly like Mr. Chips in Happy Femilies.  His shop was

»

& Tascinating place littered with levely ringlets of shavings and pervaded
by the scent of new wood, glue end paint. I think he mede the gstes and

e

waggons for the Estate and painted them. As & Tavour he mg&& our
tobaggans.,  We cdled hi@ "Painter Baker".
The Zstate Bricklayer was named Pack, & shortish f@é&héﬁd@ﬁ man with
a family of sons apprenticed to him in turn ~ we used to call them "Packets”.

The proper title of a bricklayer's apprentice was "a cad" and we used to say

"inere goes Pack and his cad”.
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Near the main Farm Buildings (mgain of stone with a rather splendid

stone archway) stood the Estate saw mill presided over by the engineer

°

Tom Wise. He wore I think 2 blue boiler suit and lived in a sgquare

stone cottasge at Brown Mill Hill. Immense circular sews revolved atb
i
ree trunks into plans of verious thicknesses.

arming speeds end cut wp

Pt

NeARBY
igsxdly hop wash was made.s mixture of soft sosp and guassis, foy spreying
CRRT

I do not remesber the ast Horse siables bul they must have besen

buildings near the asrch and the stack vard.

1 to Bheerland House ren between the Piggeries on the

the left snd grest was the scorn on the faces

yies Y o

of cockaded coschmen and grooms 88 they conducted carriages and

apd . s i oy 3 31
visitors to Shesrliand House.

{The dulls were led out for exevcise by the stockmen, a ring in the

bull's mose abteched to a long pole held nervously by the stockmand.

o)

Employment in Pluckley wes almost entirely dependent on agriculture,

Apart from that, wvhat wes there to do? The Fostwman, the roundsmen fyom

=P Figh Tp = P
a 3tove maxing

1t their Sundsy dinners to be beked at the Bskers.

pleking. There was much pride a&éﬁg the hop—tvers. They would do avoud
a hundred hills snd then go home, for fear of being thought greedy,

Mrs. Heathfield, wearing o man's @ag and & sacking apron, ag@por&%d hersel
by shaving hop-poles before they werve dipped in the tank of ﬁaru Lottie
Pile, daughter of old Ned snd mother of yomng Ned used to eéme washing
for us, as did Mrs., Miles, Mrs. Weller, wife of the carrier, used to iron
gzet up" Bather's stiff collars, using a round iron and

and starch sad

polisher. I think she also washed and ironed the best long linen damask

b4
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Mrs. Wise understood dressmaking. She lived in dne of the stone

cottages beyond our paddock. Hey cotlage ves always varn, shining sad
spotless and she used to cutl us flovers from her garden when we were

ent up with the nessage "Father would like ¢

at liberty”. (Benton lodged with Mrs. Wise).

o 5 .

20 the dasughbtery of en Italian count. & frisnd

of Bly bdwsrd Dering.

5

s had lsrge dark eyes and hely perted in the niddle and dravn smoothiy

back to a bun. Later, Miss Ellis established 1 Toll and

Wise's grand-daughter) was apprenticed to hey.

i Al e 3 S
had red hair =

vould sometimes be swmroped to pley vith us.

vers young

o

e bushes I umed

-
o

down By a donkey and bitten on the

R PR P in P
Uther Bessdents in
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Chaert

e wore & grey

had one arm (left) across his back.

Luke Langley at Little Chart. He was some sort of Bducstion Inspector

sosure himgelf
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Woen the fire was oubd the Iiremen vere given breskfast and Esthe:

sald they ate a whole han,
, RosE
/ At a children's outdoor party at Mexe Court the Bateler dog fought

7
7

Lgiﬁ / the Besueclere's dog. ThelypsiS said that the girls leughed and the

s I, kg

boys eried. Anthony Dering said "Cyril cried so I hed to cry’.

0 Onee a yszey Mother gave tes to the vomen who turned the hay —~ slways
;@h@ same field, just beyond Bourn's cobtiage, to the left, over a hill.
3553% gih@ hay was stacked in the Stackyard near Sheerland House, and we, plus all
the tes, would ride down in an empty hay cart. Once a child got burned

on CARHOH oil.

crosslegged on & long pile of flints on the

o protect Ris gyes.

ilevelled, to waterad, then

rolled by & 8 & men wis alvaeys
thare rveady monster, oF
course white dust esched limes

to shelt . we worse in

sunmer

L the road from Littls

Chart stood o clunp of

t%%wm} Little Chart
i d h
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We were told thet gone by, near this spob, & vid




Cless Distinetions wers sharp and were universally recognised.

I remember Mys. BEvenden saying, rather tearfully, to Mother "Though

I have married into trade, I am a lady and shall behave as such”. The

o
gw.) °

Evendens and Haylems did not come to auy of our parties.

hopping

The villsge provided most of owr dey-to-ds

and an expedition

o Ashford alwost all the rest, Janes and ¥it 1ied most of what
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Ladies” .
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Lhey like

Mo brothers, utterly unlike, one handsome and

5 o o e ol
vsually in 2 good navy blue sult, the other

I think in 2 white coat. le wore
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spectacles snd rather untidy hair surrounded his bald patch.

Alwost always there was some rare wild flover on their counter, often
an orchid from Wye Dowan.

Maypole for tse and margarine, then e novelty confectionery Bagzaar

in Bank Birest. Excellent walnut toffsc.





