Sheerland —~ The House

Architecturally s conglomeration. Originelly, we were told, a decent
small stone built house, later adapted and enlarged for one of the Derings,
end in Grandfather's time, an extra storey added to the front pert to form
& large reom for dances wien Aunt Lottie waes a girl.

Ground Floor Fromt. A massive central door opening to & pessage and solid

stairs with grained woodwork. On the left Father's office, all cabinets
bookshelves, documents,safes and a heavy copying-press and bundles of
papers. On the right Mr. Benton's office.

The passage led to a8 lobby with an immense ;zziz;cupboard and the
lobby cpened to the kitchen and to the Conservatory linking the front
block with the rear block (Dining Room, Hdall, Drawing Room end downstairs
lavatory). The Conservatory was used as an extra Sitting Room aand wes
always gay with flowsring plants. Our canaries cages hung in the
Conservatory.

Tne best window of the kitcﬁen gave on to the Conservatory, making the
kitchen ratbier dark. Its back window over the stone sink, overlookad the
backyard, the pump (our water supply except for rain water) the ycediodge
and other ggggbuilﬂings. A rvange served for all cooking and it heated
water which could be drawn off from & polished brass tep on the left hand
side., {(In our barefoot days we used to be taken to the kitchen to have
the mud washed oif our feel).when we returned from one of our twice-daily
walks).

Bgyond the kiienen a brick-floored dairy where the milk stocé in
snallow pans for the cream 1o rise.  Butter was of course made at home
in the Devonshire fashioh, stirring the xipe cream by kand;ih a Bowl and
suhsequently slapping the butter on a wooden board to get the bu&isr milk

cut. Repeated washing followed. What a treat the occasional "shop-bought”

butter was.
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A covered passage led from the kitchen to the wash-house where Mrs,
¥iles and lLottie Vile toiled every week.
The Stable held, I think three horses and in the coach-house were the
wagonette (the "hend” suspended from the roof when not required) the dog
cart and later the pony trap.

The Cow House lay on the other side of the road.

The Dining Room inevitably had red wallpaper and there was a solid iahogany

dining table and set of chairs, two armchairs, a bookecase or two and a
rocewood sideboard. I think a Turkey carpet.

The Drawing Room was of course green papered and, fashionably, had a "cosy

corner" & piano an elaborate overmantel and a selection of chairs.: A’ window
overlooking the backyard was covered with "sitained-glass effect" semi-
transparent paper. The Drawing Foom fire was 1it on Sundays only except -
when there were visitors or at party times., I think most of the woodwork
was grained and varnished. There was a Silver Table,
teat Safe

At Sheerland the meat safe was hung in a tree between the back yard
and back gate., It was raised and lowered by a pulé;. A Veat safe was a
sort of cupboard (sometimes incorporated in a larder) with at least one
side of wire geuze or perforated zinc. Its purpose was for hanging the
meat to meke it tender. The wire gauze let in air end kept out flies,
William Hinds of Gilleg-Smaxaen wag said to hang his legs 6f matton in his
Oast.

Fathex's Office

There was a solid copying press for msking copiss of important letters.
The process involved inserting the letter between sheets of damp flammel
and screving down a heavy iron vlaite. |

As a very great treat I was allowed to help count the moﬁéy, only
coppers of course, when the time came for the Hop-pickers (Hoppers) to be
paid. Pennies were poured out from the Banky linen bags =nd counted into

piles of twelve,.
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To elean his pen nibs “sther always had a little glass jor of g%@if
ren~wipers made of rounds of woollen cloth, laboriously pinked round the
edges and secured in the middle, were often made by us to give as presents
$0 grown=-upss.

Sometimes, when Father had many cheques to sign, I was allowed to
stand behind him with a wad of bloitting paper and lean over to blot each
signature,

Dressing Room

Part of the equipment was s leather strop on which Father sharpened
his razovrs. The razors were in s leather case, seven of them, one for each
day of the week and they were used in strict rotation,

There were DUNB BELLS, known as HEME andiJEﬁﬁ. There were rows of
boots, very carefully looked after, with 3-2;;;E§ooden trees to pressrve

their shape.

For a treat we were sometimes =2llowed to put the trees in the
boots, first the toe portion then the heel poriion and finally the middle
section, taking great care to distinguish R fyom L. A Boot Juck for
removing Hiding Boots - the trees for these were very tall of course.

Upstairs, in front Hother's and Father!s rgom over ather's office,
rather overfilled with a big double bed, a yellowlsh dresaing table, a tall
boy and & wash stand bshind & sereen. FProm this room opened Father's
Dressing Room over the lobbye. This had a fixed bath supplied with cold
water from the rain water tank in the roofspsce, Hot water was carried
up from the kitchen for Mather's sponge bath and he hested hig shaving water
on a little spirit stove,

The Night Nursery was o%er Fr. Benton's office. An awkwamd twisting
pagesage with linen cupboards led from the front of the house ﬁo the back and
the servants! bedroom (shored) opened off this over the kitchen,

Winding stairs led from the landing to the Hursery and Schoolmeom,

{n the top landing was a sort of curboard with basin supplied with

rumning cold waters 7 Rainwater from the tank. At the tor of the Front
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Stairs a half=-landing and a short flight of sbout 5 stairs led to the
Bachelor's Room (later occupled by Miss Allen and me) the Spare Room, over
the Dining Foom and the lavatory where all the woodwork, including the seat,
wag painted claret red.

Ve were not usuelly allowed to use the Front Stairs for fear of wearing
out the Turkey caxpet.

There were vast linen cupboards on the landing leading to the Nursery
Stairs.

fens remewbers men with mude-scrapers on Saturdays on the road in front
of the house.

In the Back Yard

Our Rabbit Hutches

Pump

Shed where boy cleaned shoes (one brush marked DUST) choiped firewood ete.

When the fishmonger called he used to fillet the fish in the backyard,
the cats sitting round anxiously waiting for the bones.

Some ashes in the housemadd's cupboard (? on the stairs leading to the
Nursery), once started smouldering. liss Allen spotted this, and shouted
"Woter, water! Juilck, guick!" 1 went and locked at the large water jug on
the night-nursery wash-stand, decided it was too heavy to 1ift, so did no
more about it. (lois)

On Sundsy mornings at breakfast time we used our soiled servittes for
the last time, If forgetfully one of us started o fold her serviette and
put it tidily in its ring theve wag a great cxy of "Don't fold uphe
Baths ‘

Ve bathed in a sponge bath in front of the Hursery fire ﬁhe hot watexr
had to be carried up by Hurse ffom the kitchen. Ve sosped nuféelves with
flarmels then sponged I think the soap was usually FRASNIC. Cans of hot
water were of course carried up to Mup,to Miss 2llen and to any visitors,
moming and evening, the can carefully coversd with s fiolded towel to keep

the water hot.
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Ve cleaned our teeth with "Frecipitated Chalk" price dozs. for one pemny.
This wae kept in a small cut glass bowl with a 1id, |

{n the landing, almost at the top of the nursery stairs, under = flap,
were two blue and white hand bowls will cold iaps from the rain water tank.
¥r. Benton

Fatherts understrapper for the daily detailed work of the ering Fstate.
A shortish rather stocky man with a shiny red face and a squeaky voice and
a neat walrus moustache. He always wore breeches with very well polished
leather leggings, He lodged with Mrs, Vise snd very frequently one of us
was sent up with the message '"Please, Father would like %o speak to Mr,
Benton when he is at libexrty".
foeial Calls

This formality was carefully observed. A card case was "de riguen”
and the practice of calling on new comers. Their attendance at Church on
Sunday signified they were ready o receivercallers.

A #ady ealled only on a lady 1 caxd
A gentleman cslled on a lady snd gentleman 2 cards
Tleaving & card with one corner turmed down meant that the card had been

rgonelly delivered, 51153 not sent by a servant. P.l.0. written on a card
meant "pour 9rendﬁR:i:;z: The cards must of course be of regulation size
and be engraved in copper plate not printed. Every hall table was equipped
with 8 card tray and the parlour maid opening the front door would proffer
a card tray to the visitor,

Mother and Father always made a point of going to the qual Academy
Summey ‘xhibition sach year, buying an illustrated catalogue which served
the purjpose of the modern "coffe~table book".

They also loved Musieal Comedies and bought pisno scoreé'(these scores
were of'ten arranged for dancers), Gilbert and Sulliven, I ne?er vemember

then going to a Concert or (Opera or to any theatre other than Musicals,



The dog~cart, which father used ev vy day to drive himself inio
Ashiord, was a spanking two-wheeled affair with fwo meats in front and two
very narrow shelf-like seats at the back, exceedingly uncomfortable
especially when the driver adjusted them to balance the cart. This was
said to ease the weight for the horse when going uphill. e sat crouched
forward,

As ¢hildren, we were strapped in and for s treat were sllowsd to drive
"the short reins®, The dog cart would be put up at the Sarscent®s Head,
The waggonette too when A.B., took us shopping., Never did she have to
carry any sizeable parcel. Irrand boys would be sent to put the packages
into Mrs, Burrow!'s trap.

Yhat a chilly business trevelling was in cold weather. lugs gave
some protectim and we were always made to put on our thick coats a
gquarter of an hour before siarting out, so =28 to get thoroughly wazm,.

We were brought up to go barefoot, winter (except in the snow) and swmeer,
wet or fine, mud or dust. This was suppbsed to prevent our catchingd cold.
The result, of course, flaot and spreading feet and much recourse 0
chiropodints when we Zrew upe 7e mast have vorn boots in winter and

later were made to wear the then fashionsble high-lacing boots that had %o
be put on and laced up, unlaced =2nd taken oif before and alfter our twice-
daily walka, ILong cloth gaiters, buttoned to sbove the knee. ‘hen &

tag came off a bootlace, what difficulty tﬁare was in lacing up boots.

How monotonous in reirospect was our daily routine.  Breakfast in
the dining room, the monitress for the week saying gragfe and openi,etag the
door for the grown-ups. The greater part of the morning in the Schoolroom,
starting with Prayers and = Hymn. Then Serdpture (0ld and New Testament
or Church History) then a variety of lessons including ;iana; all by our
KOVEINeRs, We quarrellsd sometimes of course snd would harl insults
at one another. A favourite insult was

0 what an Antique AN T U A

Pig you ave.
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On one occasion Mum forgot who was Honitress for the week and asked someone
else to say Gzace. The result was a gabbled dialogue.

She could, but rarely did, sing well,

She could accompany a singer, sight vead ox vamp,

She could twitch her ears snd twiteh her sealp.

Hess loved parties. Once lois was Invited to a babies party and I to
an older party. Nems encuired plaintively "Why isn't there a party for
middle-nged children?t”

Mother eould tie a knot in s cherry stalk in her mouth. She had a
delightful improvised plano picce called "Little Stream” illustrating all
the places the stream flowed past, hymns when it passed a Church, songs
from a school etc,

Beggnrs were few, TFrom time to time a little bavefoot boy with an
accordion would call, singing his only song "Little Sweetheart come and
kiss me”, He was given a penny and I suppose some food.

The imndigent poor, when past work, had to end their daye sadly in the
workhouse, then considered an unbearable disgrucs,.

Oocasionally a barrel orgen came, somedimes with a tiny monkey in a
red coat. Negs remembers seeing s small child in a sort of wire netting
cage on the barrel orgsn. I recall vaguely hearing that the barrel orgun
men had been attacked in the village because he bade his wife pull the
organ up the hill. I think but am not quite sure that once & dancing bear
wag led round by his ownex,

Christmas presents

Ve were encouraged to make Christmas cards and calendsrs and we always
tried to make something for Hother and Father. I remember toiling evening
gfterevening at an embroidered table cloth for Mothew, gt thé‘ last Nurse

working at one corner while I worked at another.
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When we wers busy in this feshion, 2 ved flag was flowo on the Nursery
shairs to wern Yother not fo enter without lmocking and giving us time %o
hide the "ssoret,

tn Chrelstmas momming we would wake early and assemble outside Mother

_gnd Father's door singing “"Christians Awake", Christmas stockings (Fatherts

Ul {,{};
M stockings boryowed for dhe scoasion) always had an ovangs in the iloe

and a oracker sticking out at the top.

Loils, a8 2 baby, regavded ¥uvse Harmer ne her indispenssble slave.
Yhen HNurse wished to go down %o the kitchen for s cup of tea, 1 used %o be
made ‘39. sit on the floor with Iois, our backs to the door (end the screen)
and show her the pretty pletures in ome of our books. Surse wonld slip out
quistly., After o Tov minutes lois would notice her sbsence snd desplte all
my esjoleries, start fo cxy., YNess, seslin: lois cry, wonld ery in sympethy
wntil I, in despaily, jJoined in,

I rerember Boing told that after I was born and the work was too much
for Ada, (the cook genersl i‘mm Baynstaple who was sseured by a small ad.
in the Church Times, and stayed for years) Mum engmzed a Nurse-Housemaid who

4 »mae time thers wvas 2 nurse

S
je

took uy out for walks In the aftermoons,
called ¥Mayy & dark halyed gizrl vhon I heard Yum descridbe as "wery ample®.

e, Glentide the blind plane tuner visitel

wrindically, and we were
alvays made o go and “%ﬁ&k to him".  He hod & thick vhite film over his
eyes {7 cataract) which made him alamming in appearance, even though he was
g familiny Tigure with his neatly elipped beard.,  Like severyone alse vwho
ceme to the house, he always rveceived "refreshments”. JVeds says he came
on & push bike with his sister in a trallers - I liked ¥r, f‘}.@m@i& and used
4o shov him my new toys; which he made g lot of :
, Granny uged to knilt us thick wool night socks for f}hﬁaﬁaﬁﬁ. (mes I
found o doll's saucepan in the itoe of mine. How we loved mzx.f:égiﬁn::s house,
i

%1 one storey each sent from Ulcombe afber luntie laidy was mevried. 014 Puneh
\‘ .

\gmughé; it in & hovse drown van.
N





